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Ueberden JRegriff der GemiUfisbewegung. C ST.UMPP. Zeitschrift
f. Psych- u. Phys, d. Sinnersorgane. Bd. XL Pp. 47-99.
The interest of the author rn this article is "to get the adequate and

•defensible definition of emotion, rather than to point out the conditions
of its origin and development. Though implying the entire affective
process, the considerations are limited to those phenomena which are
especially regarded as emotions-(Ajpecty, viz., joy, sorrow, "hope, fear,
•wonder, etc. The positive outcome is rather speedily reached in the
preliminary analysis which concludes thus. The peculiar quality of a
definite emotion, which constitutes its inner nature for our conscious-
ness, cannot be defined in any manner. Theinost exact and complete
definition can mention only certain rather uniformly recurring marks;
but to one, who has never lived through the state, the definition cannot
make plain what would transpire in his breast. This need of imme-
diate experience does not forestall an analytical account of the emo-
tional content of consciousness, which admittedly presents nothing
new, but confirms the older intellectual accounts given of the emotions.
The popular equivalency of emotion and affective process does not aid
scientific psychology. There is a recognizable difference between
emotion and other feelings, as to intensity, time-rate, ideas, and judg-
ment involved. Emotions do not arise from sensations directly. The
sphere of emotion is greatly widened when judgment is integrated in
the emotive state. This factor adds no difficulty to the definition.
Emotion is al6o distinguishable from desire. The latter is related to
the actual, the former to that which ought to be. In this respect, emo-
tion may be defined as a passive condition of feeling, which relates
itself to a judged content. S. insists that a real emotion presupposes a
•certain amount of mental development, rather than being innate, or
given with the biological structure.

The scientific need of pointing out the inner nature of emotion
more conceptually, so to speak, has given occasion for the formation
•of the more modern sensualistic theories. It is supposed that referring
to blood and muscle makes the phenomena ' clearer,' because we are
more familiar with these in life, than with the intellectual principles
of the older theory. • It is also supposed that the problems of classifi-
cation are hereby simplified. The critical portion of the article takes
up the theories advocated by Ribot, and by James and Lange. The
former regards emotion as only complicated states of the sensuous
feelings of pleasure and pain. This theory might have a show of ac-
ceptability if judgment, as affecting feeling, could be reduced to mere
idea or sensation. Most psychologists to-day reply to this demand in
the negative.
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The James-Lange theory is not io be identified with that of Ribot,
though there is much in common. This view finds the essence of emo-
tion in the peripheral corporeal processes, L,. selecting vaso-motor
changes, J. the "vegetative processes, or visceral sensations. The ob-
scurity of the theory lies, in part, in its general inability to locate the
emotion in its exact relation to the sensory stimulation and the attend-
ant organic reflexes. It is shown how the real conception of the theory
depends finally upon the psycho-physical principle adopted, since it be-
comes-a question of the casual direction. The state of the discussion
of the theory, after fifteen years of defense, is not •encouraging. Op-
ponents are more numerous than adherents. The advocates forget
that, in spite of all objective and physiological psychology, an oppor-
tunity of self-observation must be essential to any attempted definition.
The question of the theory .cannot be referred to facts, since new facts
of emotive reactions are not forthcoming. It remains a question of
the power of the arguments. The proof rests on two considerations:
Nothing of the emotion remains when we think away all the so-called
accompanying phenomena and the corresponding organic sensations ;
secondly, emotions are produced by purely physical means, even when
the representation of objects is entirely wanting, the latter being the
chief feature of the older theory. In the first instance, the pathologi-
cal proofs fail, since the argument supports either the old or the new
theory. The proof is robbed of all power by the fact that in anaes-
thesia, e. g., there is necessarily a reduction and impairment of the
intellectual functions. The hypnotic cases tried by Sollier fail in a
similar manner.

Besides the particular grounds of proof offered, the two projectors
of this theory appeal to certain general principles to support their
views. We are presented with the strange spectacle of a physiologist,
L., invoking the aid of philosophical monism, and J., a philosopher,
putting forth the physiological law of ideo-motor effects, to support
the theory. Monistic hypotheses are rejected, however, where psy-
chological observation alone must be admitted in determining a defini-
tion. Emotions are something psychical, whether the monism be-
comes physical or spiritual in its logical formulation. The law of
dynamogenesis, as interpreted by J., is not fully proven. The factor
of the stimulus threshold is omitted. Ideo-motor effects are apparent
only when the stimulus has reached a certain intensity. Fere's re-
sults on sensation and movement are not conclusive, since they con-
tain too many defects of method. The brain is not a mere tube,
through which every drop of the stimulus flows immediately to the
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periphery; it is more like a catch-basin. Every sensation does not
fortunately, as shown by Sommer and Herschlaff, necessitate re-
action. J's contention must be regarded as a gross exaggeration.
Thus the critic proceeds in pointing out the gaps in the progress of
the arguments, until it is maintained that there is not a shadow of
proof from the standpoint of the theoretical principles dragged into
the debate.

Finally, it is shown with some detail, that there are positive
grounds of proof against the sensualistic definition. It stands in di-
rect contradiction with the facts of consciousness. According to the
theory, all organic sensations should be emotions, which is manifesth
untrue. Again, in case the theory were a real interpretation, emotions
must be identical in intensity, quality, and time-rate with the sensa-
tions through which they become defined. Nothing of these relations
are found. J.'s classification into ' coarser' and ' subtler' implies, by
comparison, a common, but unnamed, factor which should have been
taken as the defining mark of emotive states. The article closes with
a recognition of certain justifiable points in the physiological doctrine,
and a brief discussion of the nature of apathy as an emotive state.

EDWARD FRANKLIN BUCHNER.
NEW YORK UNIVERSITY.

A Study of Anger. By G. STANLEY HALL. The American
Journal of Psychology, July, 1899.
President Hall contributes a very suggestive inductive study of a

much neglected subject. A good list of words in the English lan-
guage bearing on states of anger is given in the beginning. Medical
literature and anthropological lore are ransacked for hints and sugges-
tions bearing on the anger psychosis. An empirical, inductive stud}
is then pursued based on the questionnaire method. Cases of spon-
taneous anger are cited. They may be due to the necessities of
growth or over lability of nerve cells or centers. The satisfaction
and real physical pleasure that sometimes follow anger suggest that
it has its place in normal development. A long summation of petty
vexations culminating in a form of erethic inflammation may reach its
fulminating stage without any cause assignable by the subject or ob-
servable by others. Opposition to the dogmatic habits of a rutty
specialization is one of the most frequent of chologenetic agencies.
Education is defined, in part, as learning to be most angry with those
things that most deserve it and maintaining a true perspective down
the scale. Chologenetic agencies are, of course, numerous, such as


